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will in detail recount all those circumstances, of
which I am certain you have hitherto had no knowl-
edge.

This Nation of Savages inhabits one of the most
beautiful and fertile countries in the World, and is
the only one on this continent which appears to
have any regular worship. = Their Religion in
certain points is very similar to that of the ancient
Romans. They have a Temple filled with Idols,
which are different figures of men and of animals,
and for which they have the most profound venera-
tion. Their Temple in shape resembles an earthen
oven, a hundred feet in circumference. They enter
it by a little door about four feet high, and not more
than three in breadth. No window is to be seen
there. The arched roof of the edifice is covered
with three rows of mats, placed one upon the other,
to prevent the rain from injuring the masonry.
Above on the outside are three figures of eagles
made of wood, and painted red, yellow, and white.
Before the door is a kind of shed with folding-doors,
where the Guardian of the Temple is lodged; all
around it runs a circle of palisades, on which are
seen exposed the skulls of all the heads which their
Warriors had brought back from the battles in which
they had been engaged with the enemies of their
Nation.

In the interior of the Temple are some shelves
arranged at a certain distance from each other, on
which are placed cane baskets of an oval shape, and
in these are enclosed the bones of their ancient
Chiefs, while by their side are those of their victims
who had caused themselves to be strangled, to follow
their masters into the other world. Another



